St. Francis of Assisi Parish
49 Blueridge Ave., Kitchener, Ontario N2M 4E2
519-745-7301 www.stfranciskw.ca
stfranciskitchener@hamiltondiocese.com
Administered by the Congregation of the Resurrection:
Lord’s Day Masses
No Public Masses during
the lockdown.
Weekday Masses
No Public Masses during
the lockdown.
Reconciliation
Not available during the
lockdown.
Sunday Children’s Liturgy
No Children’s Liturgy at this time
Prayer Network
Call parish office to request prayers

www.resurrectionists.ca

Fr. Murray McDermott, C.R.
(mmcdermott@hamiltondiocese.com)
Associate Pastor: Fr. Raphael Ma, C.R.
(rma@hamiltondiocese.com)
Pastoral Minister: Miss Ruthann Fisher
(rfisher@hamiltondiocese.com)
Music Ministry:
Mrs. Terrianne Moulton
Admin. Assistant: Ms. Alice Soeder
Building Manager: Mr. Gary Howell
Pastor:

Parish Office CLOSED during the
lockdown. We are checking phone and
email messages.
Vocations Information:
www.vocationinfo.ca

www.vocationculture.ca

FEAST OF THE
BAPTISM OF THE LORD
January 10th, 2021
“John saw Jesus approaching him, and said:
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”
John 1: 29

Keeping in Touch with the Heartbeat of St. Francis Parish
I wish you all a Happy New Year! I’m not sure if you’ve come across this joke about 2020 yet, but it brought a
smile to my face and I’d like to share it with you:
Has it occurred to you that 2021 unfortunately sounds like “2020 won,” and 2022 sounds like “2020 too?”
God help us all, haha. Sometimes when we find ourselves unable to change a situation, all we can do is go
through it. But while we do that, we have a choice. We can either laugh or cry. And crying and lamentation
certainly is healthy and has its place. But as God tells us in the Book of Ecclesiastes, which we often hear at
funerals, there is “a time to weep, and a time to laugh.”
And so I hope that in the midst of all the heaviness, you are able to find a little levity. I for one am grateful that
we were able to celebrate Christmas with Mass before our present lockdown began.
One of the options for the first reading this Sunday speaks of snow and rain, as images of how the Word that
goes forth from the mouth of God does not return empty, but accomplishes and succeeds in the thing for which
God sent it.
From my conversations with you as you came to Mass the past few months, I’d say we have an even split
between people at St. Francis parish who like snow, and people at St. Francis parish who don’t. But like it or
not, I think we can all recognize the role that rain and snow have, as we hear in our first reading: “…until they
have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the one who
eats.”
And this is the difference that our faith makes. That no matter what we are going through as a community or as
individuals, God is still in control. Like snow and rain, God’s ways may be a mystery, and while God’s thoughts
may be as high above ours as the heavens are above the earth – it is the same God who loves us. It is the same
God who says to us from the moment of our baptism what he says to his only begotten Son on this feast we
celebrate, the Baptism of the Lord: you are my beloved, with you I am well pleased. Coming to know and
experience the reality of this relationship in a deeper way as we embark
on the challenges of this new year, is the difference that will make this
year neither “2020 won,” nor “2020 too.”

Fr. Raphael Ma, C.R.

FR. MURRAY & FR. RAPHAEL’S
HOMILIES ONLINE
During the lockdown Fr. Murray and Fr. Raphael will
continue to record the Gospel and their homily each
week. These will be posted to our website each
Saturday, and you can listen to past homilies here,
and you can click the picture below for this
weekend’s homily,

DIOCESAN PRAYER
CALENDAR
Mon. Jan. 11: Rev. Henryk Krajewski, CR
Tues. Jan. 12: Rev. Lajos Angyal
Wed. Jan. 13: Sisters of St. John the Baptist
(CSJB)
Thu. Jan. 14: Rev. Joseph Durkacz
Fri. Jan. 15: Rev. Emmanuel Azike, OP
Sat. Jan. 16: Rev. Thomas Manninezhath,
CMI

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
CHRISTIAN UNITY
Although we cannot gather together
with our sisters and brothers in the
other churches of Forest Hill and area, we
are working on plans to celebrate the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity with them virtually.

A Spin on the Pulpit Exchange
As we begin the Week, on Jan. 16/17, we welcome
Amanda McCullough, Associate Pastor of Highland
Baptist, who will share her sermon with all our
Ecumenical Churches. You can see her sermon on
our website that weekend, we will provide a link in
the bulletin that weekend as well.

A Virtual Ecumenical Service
On the final weekend, Jan. 23/24, many of our
neighbouring churches have joined together to
provide music for an ecumenical service. The theme
of the day is "Abide in my love and you shall bear
much fruit" John 15: 5-9, chosen by the Sisters of the
Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland. Each of
our participating churches will create their own
service using the shared music. More details and
links to our service and others will be provided in our
bulletin and on our website that weekend.
So mark your calendars for a very special Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity this year. Let us pray
together for peace and good health for our world.

BAPTISM OF THE LORD
January 10th, 2021
Christmas Collection
$10,458.78
December 26/27 Collection
$2,739.72
2020 Total Collection
$277,711.40
2020 Total Budgeted Collection
$309, 450.00
Our 2020 Financial Statement will be made
available as soon as it is ready. Thank you for your
support this challenging year.

A Walk Through Fratelli Tutti
‘Fratelli Tutti’: With these words, Saint Francis of
Assisi addressed his brothers and sisters and
proposed to them a way of life marked by the
flavour of the Gospel. In his simple and direct way,
Saint Francis expressed the essence of fraternal
openness that allows us to acknowledge, appreciate
and love each person, regardless of physical
proximity, regardless of where he or she was born
or lives.” (FT#1) These are the opening words from
Pope Francis in his latest encyclical, On Fraternity
and Social Friendship. Join us on Wednesday,
January 27th for a 90 minute Zoom webinar to walk
through of this beautiful document. Written by
Pope Francis to “all people of good will.” Presented
by Mrs. Teresa Hartnett, Director of the Family
Ministry Office. Register by calling 905-528-7988
ext. 2249 or online at hamiltondiocese.com.

2020 TAX RECEIPTS
Your 2020 Donation Tax Receipts will be printed in
January and we will get them to you before the end
of February. More details will be available as we see
if the pandemic lockdown continues. Thank you to
everyone who has been so generous with their
support this year.

Continue to watch our website
www.stfranciskw.ca
for interesting content posted
Monday to Friday each week.
We want to stay connected with you,
please email or call if you need us.
Be assured of our prayers for you!

COVID – 19 DECEMBER UPDATE
As of 12:01am Saturday December 26, 2020, the
Province of Ontario went into Lockdown, and in our
region it will last at least 28 days. There will be no
public Masses until the end of the lockdown.

AROUND TOWN

WE ARE HIRING!
The Waterloo Catholic District School Board is
currently accepting applications Occasional
Teachers. Please visit our website for job details and
application criteria: www.wcdsb.ca
Knights of Columbus Waterloo is offering Take
Out Fish and Chips Fridays starting January 8, 2021
at 145 Dearborn Place, Waterloo, call Derek at 226748-8378 by 4;30 p.m. Pick up times, 4;30 p.m. to
6;00 p.m. 1 pc $15.00, 2 pc $18;00 taxes incl.
Also, Wednesday Knight Spaghetti and Meatball
Dinners. Call Martin at 519-884-2060, please order
by Wednesday noon. Pick up times 4;30 p.m. to 6;00
p.m. starting January 6, 2021, 145 Dearborn Place in
Waterloo. Dinner for one, $10.00, dinner for two
$18.50 taxes incl.

Fr. Murray and Fr. Raphael will continue to celebrate
Mass privately for the intentions of all the
parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi and our loved
ones. If you had a Mass intention booked during
the lockdown period we will reschedule it once we
are again allowed to have public Mass.
During the lockdown the Parish Office will also be
closed. Alice and Ruthann will continue to work
from home, and we will be checking phone and
email messages. So if you need us please reach out,
we are here for you and we will do whatever we can
to continue to minister to the people of St. Francis
of Assisi Parish.
We are able to celebrate Baptisms, Weddings and
Funerals with a maximum of 10 people present
(including the priest), so if you are in need of these
sacraments please contact the parish office and we
will get back to you.
Please keep us and your fellow parishioners in
prayer, as we keep you in ours. May the New Year
be one of peace and good health for all.

TV & ONLINE MASSES
Televised Masses:
Vision TV (Channel 27, Rogers Cable)
Monday to Friday: 8:00 am, 12:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am
Salt and Light (Channel 240, Rogers Cable)
Monday to Saturday: 6:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am,
3:00 pm, 10:30 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am,10:30 pm

On-Line Masses: www.dailytvmass.com

Joy TV (Channel 173, Rogers Cable
or Channel 656, Bell Satellite)
Monday to Friday: 10:30 am, 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am
Faith TV (Channel 591, Bell Satellite)
Monday to Sunday: 2:30 pm

