St. Francis of Assisi Parish
49 Blueridge Ave., Kitchener, Ontario N2M 4E2
519-745-7301 www.stfranciskw.ca
stfranciskitchener@hamiltondiocese.com
Administered by the Congregation of the Resurrection:
Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday
9:00 & 11:00 am
Weekday Masses
Tuesday to Friday

9:00 am

Reconciliation
By Appointment Only,
please call the parish
Sunday Children’s Liturgy
No Children’s Liturgy at this time
Prayer Network
Call parish office to request prayers

Fr. Murray McDermott, C.R.
(mmcdermott@hamiltondiocese.com)
Associate Pastor: Fr. Raphael Ma, C.R.
(rma@hamiltondiocese.com)
Pastoral Minister: Miss Ruthann Fisher
(rfisher@hamiltondiocese.com)
Music Ministry:
Mrs. Terrianne Moulton
Admin. Assistant: Ms. Alice Soeder
Building Manager: Mr. Gary Howell
Pastor:

Parish Office is open Monday – Friday,
8:30 am – noon & 1:00 – 4:30 pm
by Appointment Only Please call ahead
Vocations Information:
www.vocationinfo.ca

Baptism
Please call the parish office.
Marriages
Please call the parish office.

24th SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
September 13, 2020
“I give you a new commandment:
love one another just as I have loved you.”
John 13: 34

www.resurrectionists.ca

www.vocationculture.ca

“We are a Christ-centred faith
community seeking to be
instruments of God’s peace.”

MASS INTENTIONS
September 15 - 20, 2020
Tuesday, 15th
9:00 am
Wednesday, 16th
9:00 am
Thursday, 17th
9:00 am
Friday, 18th
9:00 am

Saturday, 19th
5:00 pm

Sunday, 20th
9:00 am
11:00 am
2:00 pm

- Our Lady of Sorrows
+Theresa Kelly – Helen Shantz
- St. Cornelius, Pope and St. Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs
Intentions of Sr. Norma Schmidt – Mary Jane Burgess
- Weekday
+Albert Schefter – Joan Schefter
- Weekday
Intentions of Alice & Bernie Preiditsch – Anne Darby-Watchorn
+Jan Edissi – Eileen Cox & Gail Moir
+Jack Donald – Irene Ferguson
+Gerry Lamers – Marj Simon
+Frank Pendergast – Anita Stalzer
- 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Intentions of Maria Ferreira & Family
Intentions of Angie & Jeff Bateman
+Antonio & Candida Cardoso – the Family
+Edna Munro – the Munro Family
+John Szozda – Cathy Vanzieleghem
+Deceased Members of the Fisher Family – Gail & Ruthann Fisher
- 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
+Lorne & Doris McMahon – Rose & Bernie Hanley
Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi
Sacrament of 1st Communion

September 13, 2020
24th SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
September 5/6 Collection
2020 Total Collection
2020 Total Budget

$4,875.25
$177,760.17
$309,450.00

DIOCESAN PRAYER
CALENDAR
Mon Sept. 14: Rev. Pierre Caouette, LC
Tues. Sept. 15: Rev. Jerek Scherber, LC
Wed. Sept. 16: Ursuline Sisters (osu)
Thu. Sept. 17: Rev Michael Vanderbeek, LC
Fri. Sept. 18: Rev. Todd Arsenault, LC
Sat. Sept. 19: Rev. Fernando Ferreira
Pinto, CSSp

Looking Ahead to Sept. 20, 2020

25th SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 55: 6-9
Philippians 1: 20-24, 27 Matthew 20: 1-16

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK?
Wednesday
Bazaar Re-Imagining Meeting

7:00 pm

Saturday
1st Communion Rehearsal

10:00 am

Sunday
Sacrament of 1st Communion

2:00 pm

LITTLE BOOKS
SEASONAL DEVOTIONALS
Each year we offer you the opportunity to order
Little Books, a set of daily devotional booklets for
Advent, Lent and Easter. We are very happy to be
able to offer this again this year, at the same price
of $5 per set of three seasons. These books proved
to be very supportive during our time of shutdown,
so we are grateful to the publishers for keeping the
price low again this year and making this such an
accessible resource. If you would like to order a
set(s) please call or email the parish office (519-7457301, stfranciskitchener@hamiltondiocese.com).
Orders must be placed by Sept. 14. $5 will be
collected when the Advent Little Books arrive.

CHURCH CLEANING MINISTRY
We need some more people to help disinfect the
church, particularly after the Saturday 5:00pm
Mass. With four people working together it takes
about 20 minutes to disinfect all the touch points,
and with a few more volunteers you would only be
asked to help once or twice a month. Instructions
will be provided, as well and cleaning supplies,
gloves, and masks if you do not have your own.
Please contact Ruthann at 519-745-7301 or email
her at rfisher@hamiltondiocese.com to indicate you
would be interested in helping. Thank you for
considering this new and important ministry.

PLEASE PUT YOUR
KNEELERS DOWN
When you are leaving the church after Mass please
remember to put the kneeler down where you were
sitting. Even if you did not use the kneeler, please
put it down. This helps our cleaning team work more
efficiently. Thank you for your help!

An Update from our 60th Anniversary Cmte

FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI
We had such big, wonderful plans for our 60th
Anniversary celebration of our Feast Day on Oct. 4th,
but unfortunately we have to adjust those plans. We
will not be having our annual Pasta Supper since
there is simply no way to accommodate everyone
and maintain social distancing. We had also planned
a special Mass on Oct. 4th at 2pm celebrated by
Bishop Crosby, followed by the Bishop blessing our
new statue. Unfortunately we can still only allow
100 people into the church at a time, so we have
postponed this special Mass and statue blessing
until Oct. 3, 2021. Our first Mass in our actual
church building was celebrated in 1961, so we are
simply extending our 60th Anniversary celebrations
to include 2021 as well!

ANIMAL BLESSING:
Our annual Animal Blessing
will take place on Sat. Oct. 3
at 2pm. Please bring your
pets to our Peace Garden
just outside the parish office
where Fr. Murray will follow
St. Francis’ example of
preaching to all of creation!
Please wear masks and
maintain social distancing.

FEAST DAY WEEKEND:
Hike & Bike for Hospice
Waterloo Region has gone virtual.
This year’s

Participants walk 5km or bike 10 km at their own
pace over a three week period. And as usual all
donations support Hospice Waterloo Region’s
excellent care for our community during end of life.
You can donate to The Determinators team
(Ruthann, Cathy & Aida) or to the charity in general
by clicking here.

At all of our regular weekend Masses Oct. 3/4 we
will celebrate the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi with
special readings and prayers. Keep watching the
website and bulletin as we make the most of
celebrating during a pandemic.

The View from Fr. Raph’s Window…
This weekend marks the first of our three First
Communion weekends. Like everything else, they
were thrown off by the COVID-19 pandemic, and as
a result of the precautions, they will take place at a
separate Mass in the afternoon for the following
three Sundays. Even though most of us cannot be
physically present at these precious occasions as
we normally would, we can still be reminded by the
witness of these children of the great gift we have
in the Eucharist.
Do you remember your First Communion? What
was it like? Who helped to prepare you for
it? Would you say that your appreciation for the
Eucharist has deepened since then?
In my reading this week, I came across this old
story from China. This story happens to be the one
which inspired the Venerable Fulton Sheen to make
a private promise to Jesus that he would make a
Holy Hour (an hour spent in prayer before the
Eucharist, either exposed in the monstrance, or
simply in the tabernacle) every day for the rest of
his life. This practice, while not mandatory, has
become nearly ubiquitous in North American
seminaries, and is recognized as an ideal for
priestly formation.
“. . . A priest had just begun Mass when
Communists entered and arrested him and made
him a prisoner . . . Shortly after his imprisonment,
the Communists opened the tabernacle, threw the
Hosts on the floor and stole the Sacred Vessels . .
. About three o’clock one morning, [the priest] saw
a child who had been at the morning Mass open a
window, climb in, come to the sanctuary floor, get
down on both knees, press her tongue to the Host
to give herself Holy Communion . . . Every single
night she came at the same time until there was
only one Host left. As she pressed her tongue to
receive the Body of Christ, a shot rang out. A
Communist soldier had seen her. It proved to be
her Viaticum.”
For me, the words of Jesus: “…Truly I tell you,
unless you change and become like children, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven” [Matthew
18:3] immediately come to mind, and those of St.

Paul: “…But God chose what is foolish in the world
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong” [1 Corinthians
1:27]. What great love had God impressed on this
girl’s little heart that moved her to do what she
did?
Next week, we will look at the relationship
between the Eucharist and the Church. Until then,
perhaps we can take it to prayer this week, and
have a conversation with God about the various
people in your life over the years who stick out in
your memory, whose instruction or example have
been an inspiration that helped you deepen your
appreciation for this great Sacrament.

~ Fr. Raphael CR
1ST COMMUNION
REGISTRATION
If your child is in Grade 2 this fall and
would like to receive the Sacrament of
1st Communion in the spring of 2021,
please register online by Oct. 16th.
Information about how preparation will
be done this year and the registration
form can be found on our website by clicking here.

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION
If your child is in Grade 7 this fall and would
like to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation in the spring of 2021,
please register online by Oct. 20th.
Information about how preparation
will be done this year and the
registration form can be found on our
website by clicking here.

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES
If your child wants to receive the sacraments of 1st
Eucharist or Confirmation next spring, and they DO
NOT attend a Catholic School, they need to
complete one of the Diocese’ Correspondence
Courses. Please contact Monica in the Catechesis
Office at 905-528-7988 ext 2238 or go to the
Sacraments page on the St. Francis website and click
on the link to register for Correspondence Courses.

Help save lives by praying for an end to abortion
from September 23rd to November 1st. 40 Days for
Life is an internationally coordinated 40-day
campaign that aims to end abortion locally through
prayer and fasting, community outreach, and a
peaceful all-day vigil in front of abortion businesses.
The campaign began in 1998 in Bryan/College
Station, Texas where the first Planned Parenthood
abortion clinic opened. From there this pro-life
movement has spread to “hundreds of cities in
dozens of countries” and continues to save lives and
change the hearts of those it reaches. You can learn
more about the background and mission of 40 Days
for Life on their website: www.40daysforlife.com.
To sign up for an hour here in Kitchener please visit
the Kitchener Campaign page by clicking here.
Thank you for supporting life!

AROUND TOWN
A Covid Fundraising Craft Sale is being held in
support of Marillac Place and the Waterloo Region
Family Network. As many as five crafters will be
selling what they’ve made during COVID time. 80%
of sales will be directed to these two small not for
profit organizations. Items include live edge
occasional tables, charcuterie boards, doll beds,
fused glass jewelry and art, custom pillows, beeswax
food wraps, coasters and more. Items range from $5
- $700. WHEN: Sept. 19th, 10am-4pm; Sept. 20th
12noon–4pm. WHERE: An outdoor sale at 93 John
Street West, Waterloo. NOTE: Public Health
precautions for Covid-19 will be observed (masks,
hand sanitizer, social distancing).
Experiencing Stress in Your Marriage? Thinking
about Separation or Divorce? – Is your marriage not
what you hoped it would be? Are you, or a relative
or friend, heading for a possible divorce?
Retrouvaille is designed to help marriages regain
their health. The Retrouvaille program is highly
successful in saving marriages and in helping them
to thrive. For confidential information about, or to
register for the program beginning with a weekend
on Oct. 23, 2020. Please call 905-664-5212 or email:
mailto:Teamrecine@gmail.com or visit the website
at www.retrouvaille.org.

Employment Opportunity: Director of Campus
Ministry, St. Jerome’s University
The Director, Campus Ministry works to promote
and sustain an effective evangelical ministry,
dedicated to witnessing and promoting gospel
values in the milieu of post-secondary Roman
Catholic education, reaching the broader university
campus and where applicable, the local community.
This ministry fosters the spiritual growth and faith
development of students, staff, faculty, graduates
and members of University Catholic Community
(UCC). For more information and to apply visit
https://www.sju.ca/director-campus-ministry
Waterloo Catholic District School Board seeks
External Community Member to serve on
Audit Committee
The mandate of the committee is to ensure
compliance with the Education Act and Ontario
Regulation, and to provide independent oversight to
the Board of Trustees in the areas of financial
reporting, external audit process, risk management,
internal controls, and compliance matters. The
Board requires one community representative with
a high level of financial and business knowledge to
serve on their Audit Committee. This is a volunteer
position and incidental expenses (mileage, parking,
etc.) will be reimbursed in accordance with Board
policies. The committee meets five times per year,
plus ad hoc meetings as required. For more
information and to apply for the position download
the form from our website by clicking here.




“A virus that does not recognize
barriers, borders, or cultural or
political distinctions must be faced
with a love without barriers,
borders or distinctions..”
@Pontifex, Sept. 9, 2020

MASS DURING COVID-19
Thank you to all who have so carefully followed the new instructions when attending Mass these first
weeks back. Please continue to maintain physical distancing while waiting to enter the church and as you
exit after Mass.

Waterloo Region now has a Mask By-Law
which requires everyone to wear a face covering while in enclosed public spaces,
including places of worship. There are some exceptions;
for all the By-Law details please go to the region’s website:
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/MaskByLaw.
If you have not joined us for Mass yet and are considering attending, please see the COVID-19 page on our
website for information you need before you attend. You can access that page here.
Weekday Masses are Tuesday – Friday at 9:00 am
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5:00 pm and Sunday at 9:00 am & 11:00 am
We are very excited to be worshiping together again, but we have to do this carefully so that we keep
everyone safe and healthy, so thank you for your cooperation. We look forward to seeing you soon!

TV & ONLINE MASSES
For those who are not comfortable or able to join us at Mass yet, you can still participate in Mass on TV or
online. Here are some options for you:

Televised Masses:
Vision TV (Channel 27, Rogers Cable)
Monday to Friday: 8:00 am, 12:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am
Salt and Light (Channel 240, Rogers Cable)
Monday to Saturday: 6:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am,
3:00 pm, 10:30 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am,10:30 pm

Joy TV (Channel 173, Rogers Cable
or Channel 656, Bell Satellite)
Monday to Friday: 10:30 am, 4:00 pm
Sunday: 10:30 am

On-Line Masses: www.dailytvmass.com

PARISH OFFICE is now OPEN
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
If you need to come into the office for any reason please call ahead so we can maintain social distancing
and disinfect the area between visitors. We are excited to be able to serve you again in the office while
keeping everyone’s safety a top priority.
The Office is open
Monday – Friday from 8:30 am – noon and 1:00 pm – 4:30 pm

