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Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parishioners, 
 
Please know that Father Raph and I continue to hold all the members of Saint Francis Parish 
in our daily prayers and Mass. This time of pandemic has certainly presented us all with some 
unexpected challenges, but I do hope that it has also presented us with some blessings: 
perhaps the blessing of extra time to spend with family, the blessing of time for prayer and 
reflection, the blessing of discovering new gifts and talents, the blessing of generosity as you 
care for neighbours and friends, or the blessing to realize that God has not abandoned us. Let 
us remain in hope! 
 

Closing Extended: 
 

Yet again the emergency closing of non-essential places, such as our parish office, was 
extended to June 9th. There is however a ray of light beginning to grow! This coming 
Wednesday priests and staff from across the diocese will participate in a “zoom” meeting. 
During this meeting we will receive instructions as to how to open church offices in such a 
way that we properly adhere to the guidelines issued by the Ontario government. This 
suggests to me that the opening of our parish office is not far away – with the opening of the 
church itself to hopefully follow soon after. 
 
Birthday and Anniversary: 
 

It is not to late to wish Father Raph (rma@hamiltondiocese.com) a happy birthday. His 
birthday was on May 29th. And as hard as it is to believe, on June 15th Father Raph will 
celebrate his first anniversary of ordination to the priesthood – what a year it has been! 
 

Reopening Guidelines: 
 
I have received a fair amount of input by parishioners expressing how they believe we ought 
to function liturgically once Mass resumes. Suggestions have been offered from everything 
concerning how many people should be in the church at one time, where people should sit, 
how communion should be distributed, if we should sing or not, etc. While I truly appreciate 
and strongly encourage people to be actively involved in decision making in the parish 
perhaps I did not explain clearly enough in earlier newsletters who ultimately makes these 
decisions. The Ontario Bishops Conference, in consultation with the Government of Ontario, 
health professionals and liturgist, will draft guidelines that churches in the Province of Ontario 
will be required to follow. These guidelines will be first given to the local bishops, who will sign 
off on them, and then distribute to parishes. We, as an Ontario parish, will be required to 
adhere to the guidelines that the Ontario Bishops Conference draft. These guidelines will tell 
us things such as how many people can be in the church, whether masks and gloves are 
required, if we are permitted to sing or not, how communion will be distributed and so forth. 
We will be obligated to follow these guidelines. I trust, as I hope you will too, that these 
guidelines will ensure the health and safety of all parishioners, while at the same time 



respecting the dignity and ritual action of the Mass. It is fitting that on Pentecost weekend I 
can say with confidence that these guidelines will ultimately be the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 

Pentecost Sunday 

 
This Sunday we celebrate one of the greatest feasts in the liturgical calendar of the Church, a 
feast that marks the beginning, the birth of the Church – Pentecost Sunday! Some refer to this 
day as the “Birthday of the Church”, the day when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles and 
their lives and our world was forever changed. Spend two brief minutes to view this video and 
learn all about Pentecost https://bustedhalo.com/video/in2min/pentecost 
 
As we reflect upon the Christian feast of Pentecost today it is important that the deep and 
meaningful connection this feast has with our Jewish brothers and sisters not go unnoticed. 
For the Jewish people Pentecost is a time of commemoration as they recall the giving of the 
Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai. Our Jewish brothers and sisters saw this 
Mount Sinai event as the time when God established them as a people, a community of 
believers – the chosen children of God. For us as Christians the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost now establishes this community of believers, established on Mount Sinai, as a 
Church. Saint Luke in Acts of the Apostles (the first scripture reading for the Feast of 
Pentecost) tells us, in rather great detail, how the Holy Spirit filled the Apostles, empowering 
them as believers in Christ Risen – the peoples of Mount Sinai have now become the Church 
of God. 
 
How do we know that it was the Holy Spirit that filled the Apostles? Saint Luke offers us two 
proofs that it was the Holy Spirit. One, we are told that the Holy Spirit was made visible to the 
Apostles in the form of tongues of fire and the sound of rushing wind – all taking place 
indoors, a rather unearthly event. Two, the results that followed this event confirm it was the 
Holy Spirit. The Apostles, now graced with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, burst forth from the room 
and began to speak in foreign tongues so that all who gathered could hear and understand 
the Word of God – the Word of God was now becoming universal, available to all who 
believed. In other words, the divine plan of God was now being revealed to all of creation. 
 
While we tend to recall the Pentecost encounter of the Holy Spirit by the Apostles as a high 
energy event – fire, mighty wind, wonder and awe, bursting forth from the room, loudly 
proclaiming the Good News to the people of Jerusalem – we must also remember that the 
Holy Spirit can come upon us with a gentle breath. The Holy Spirit can also be that quiet voice 
we hear within our very being. The Holy Spirit is that gentle caress that helps to keep us 
strong in faith, deeply anchored and rooted in our relationship with God, and in tune with the 



call of God in our life. The Holy Spirit helps us to identify the sacred and holy, especially in the 
everyday experiences of our life. The sacred and holy is always there, the Holy Spirit helps us 
to name it. Where is the sacred and the holy in our world this day as we celebrate Pentecost? 
Can you name the sacred and the holy in your life in the midst of COVID 19? Spend some 
time today reflecting upon where you have encountered the sacred and the holy during this 
time of pandemic. 
 
Engaging Young People: 
 
I have been asked numerous times since this pandemic started: What is something positive 
we as a parish can be doing during this pandemic that would help to make our parish stronger 
once things resume? Admittedly I did not come up with a ready response to this question, at 
least not until I read Christ is Alive, an apostolic exhortation by Pope Francis. In this 
document Pope Francis sadly states the obvious when he reminds us that church programs 
and activities for young people often do not respond to the needs and issues which they face 
in their daily life. The Holy Father goes on to exhort faith communities, parishes, to become 
involved in the evangelization of young people. (We are speaking here of high school aged 
youth, and young adults, not elementary students). 
 
Here at St. Francis Father Raph has been working on developing youth ministry, most notable 
by his weekly presence at Resurrection High School. The challenge of evangelizing young 
people is no easy task, for it requires the involvement of many people – it requires the 
involvement of the entire parish. So I have an idea to increase involvement of the parish in 
youth ministry so that when things resume we will have new energy to continue the work of 
evangelizing young people. I have attached a one page article that reflects upon the Pope's 
apostolic exhortation: 
 
http://www.pastoralliturgy.org/resources/YoungPeopleSeekRoomtoGrow.pdf 
 
If your household has no young people I nevertheless encourage you to read the article and 
ask yourself one question: what seeds can I plant now that would encourage more young 
people to become involved in the life of the church? You might find yourself pleasantly 
surprised by what you identify as things you can do (eg. pray for young people daily, be 
hospitable to young people at church, be affirming of young people especially when you 
witness them ministering in the church, and so forth). 
 
If you have young people in your household, such as high school aged and young adults, 
invite them to read the article (you too) and then talk about it after. Were they able to relate to 
what the article talks about? Do they feel the programs the church offers are not relatable to 
them as Pope Francis points out? What would they like to see in terms of youth ministry? 
 
The more people talking about youth ministry, and the evangelization of young people, the 
greater the possibility of success for any ministry for young people. Talking about youth 
ministry, and informing yourself about young people, is where the work of ministry begins. Let 
us use this time of pandemic to our advantage. Talk to young people, listen to young people, 
make youth ministry one of the core concerns of St. Francis Parish. 
 
This time of pandemic is an opportunity for us to dream, dream about what our church ought 
to be. As our dreams energize us we have the possibility of experiencing the energy of 



Pentecost where, with the Holy Spirit, all things are possible. Yes all things are possible, even 
vibrant youth ministry where our young people will be nurtured and fed in faith. 
 
Interfaith Community Breakfast: 
 

This year the Interfaith Community of Waterloo Region was to celebrate their 45th annual 
breakfast, an event that a number of parishioners have regularly supported by their 
participation over the years. Sadly COVID 19 caused the cancellation of this event. However, 
the Interfaith Community was not to be deterred, they have now planned an online event in 
place of the breakfast. There will be music provided by parishioner Tim Moher and a keynote 
address by Sarah Pearson. Sarah Pearson will address the theme of this event, “The Day 
Begins at Sundown: A Jewish Reflection on Hope”, by speaking about hope and finding 
meaning in an environment of darkness and despair. A very timely topic in this time of COVID 
19. You can participate in this event from the comfort of your home – prepare your breakfast 
and sit down to watch on You Tube. It takes place on Wednesday, June 3rd starting at 7:30 
am. Do an internet search for: “youtube 2020 Interfaith Breakfast Online”, then click on the 
site when it appears. 
 

Laughter is Good Medicine Indeed: 
 

 

Continued blessings of heath and happiness upon you and all your loved ones. 
 
Father Tim, CR 


