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Issue 11 
 
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parishioners, 
 
I begin this week with a confession: with the ever-improving weather I find that isolation is 
becoming a hardship. It is not good for Canadians to weather the cold and darkness of long 
winter days and nights, not to mention the loneliness that winter brings upon us, and then not 
celebrate the warmth and brightness of spring/summer on the beaches, in the parks, around a 
BBQ, all in close proximity to family and friends. Yes I can enjoy the sun with a nice socially 
distancing walk. Yes I can enjoy the budding trees, the growing flowers and the singing birds 
all by myself. But is not as fulfilling as in years past! Spring and summer is always more 
enjoyable when shared with family and friends – it is human interaction that is missing. This 
causes me to remember those who find this experience to be too much to bear. Those who 
find the weight of loneliness taxing them mentally, spiritually and physically. My need for 
human interaction reminds me to pray for those who struggle with this in greater measure 
than I do, to reach out to them in whatever way I can to assure them they are not alone. 
Perhaps this will be the take-away from this pandemic experience, we will learn the great 
value community holds for us. This experience will hopefully remind us that we need one 
another, that we are stronger together, and that we are called to be one. 
 
Parish news is somewhat limited this week. The one item of note this that our parish picnic 
scheduled for June has sadly been cancelled. It is unfortunate we had to cancel the picnic 
because last years picnic was a great success, with lots of children participating, and we had 
hoped to improve on it this year. 
 
Father Raph is still awaiting the day when he can get his hair cut – I hope it comes very soon! 

 
 
Needless to say the parish staff is anxiously awaiting the day when the church reopens. It is 
hoped that the guidelines for reopening from the Ontario Bishops will be received this coming 
week so we can begin in earnest to prepare for the doors of the church to swing open. 



 
A sincere word of thanks to parishioners who have continued their financial Sunday giving 
during this time of pandemic. Your generosity, along with the wage subsidy from the federal 
government, has allowed us to continue to pay our bills, and more importantly, to not have to 
lay off any staff. Thank you! 
 
Ascension of the Lord: 
 

This weekend we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord, a feast day that brings us to the 
pinnacle of hope. For several weeks now our Sunday readings have been underlying this 
theme of hope – we have heard it repeatedly throughout Easter in the Acts of the Apostles, in 
the letters from Paul, and in the many passages from the Gospels. The Sunday readings have 
spoken repeatedly to us during this time of pandemic, calling us to look forward with 
encouragement, an encouragement rooted in hope. We have been called to wait in 
anticipation for the graces which will be revealed to us in the readings next Sunday when we 
celebrate Pentecost. Hope will explode next Sunday as we witness the birth of the Church. 
Hope will grace us with the profound awareness that God is truly with us – that God has 
walked with us in the pandemic, bringing us now to the awareness that it is only through 
God's grace that the world will be healed. The Ascension calls us to make ourselves ready to 
see our hopes fulfilled in the celebration of Pentecost. In the Ascension Jesus promises us we 
will not be left orphaned, that he will indeed be with us always even as he ascends into 
heaven taking his place on his glorious throne. Let us pray during this celebration of the 
Ascension that God will find us ready and worthy to welcome the fullness of the kingdom into 
our hearts, both now and at the end of time. 
 

Parking Lot Services: 
 

On May 19th the government of Ontario issued an exemption to the emergency order as it 
relates to religious gatherings for worship. The exemption would permit “drive-in religious 
services” under certain conditions: one vehicle per household, with passengers all from the 
same household; vehicles must be parked a minimum two meters apart from each other; 
people are not permitted to leave their vehicles; a maximum of five people can conduct the 
religious service; and those leading the service cannot come within two meters of the parked 
vehicles. While this approach may work for some places of worship, for Catholic worship this 
approach is neither practical nor workable. For Catholics a “drive-in religious service” does 
not permit for the full active and conscious participation of the faithful – a hallmark of Catholic 
Eucharistic celebrations. The requirement that those leading the service not come within two 
meters of vehicles makes the distribution of communion impossible. Central to our 
understanding of sacraments is our belief that they are not just simply “dispensed” like a drive 
through window at the local MacDonald's. Sacraments are first and foremost a celebration of 
God's Word and Sacrament, all within the context of some sort of communal prayer and 
celebration. Sacraments are the life-blood of the Catholic Church and any action that lessens 
their importance and value is to be avoided. While I realize that people are hungry to gather 
as a worshipping community and receive the sacraments, we ought not to allow this hunger to 
cause us to devalue the sacraments in such a way so as to cheapen the grace that God 
graciously pours upon us in great abundance through the sacraments. We will not be offering 
any “drive-in religious” services here at St. Francis, a decision supported by Bishop Crosby, 
who this week issued an order that “drive-in religious” services not take place in the Hamilton 
Diocese. 



 
A Good Laugh is Always Healthy: 
 

Haircuts in time of pandemic. 

 
 

All things in balance, or at least properly pair the wine with the correct food 

 
 
May the blessings of God continue to rest upon you bringing you both health and happiness. 
 
Father Tim, C.R, 


