MASS INTENTIONS
February 13 - 18, 2018
th

Tuesday, 13
9:00 am
th
Wednesday, 14
9:00 am
9:30 am
12:15 pm
7:00 pm
th
Thursday, 15
9:00 am
th
Friday, 16
9:00 am
7:00 pm
th
Saturday, 17
5:00 pm

- Weekday
Shrove Tuesday
+Lloyd Hummel – Marg Hummel & Family
- Ash Wednesday
+Bob Gaede – Ruthann Fisher
+Deacon Peter Pelletier – Maria & Joan Ferraccioli AT ST. PAUL SCHOOL
+Gabby Duggan – Thomas Proulx
Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi
- Thursday after Ash Wednesday
+Rosemary Clarke – Kevin Clarke & Family
- Friday after Ash Wednesday
+Erwin Preiditsch – Rob, Merry, Cole & Georgia Preiditsch
A Lenten Evening of Song & Prayer with John Miller & Friends
st
- 1 Sunday of Lent
Intentions of Lucy & Richard Miller – Marg Irwin
+Gregory Fixter – Leslie & Paul Fixter
+Betty Germann – Eileen & Mary Longo
+Lorne MacDonald – Cecilia Grace
+George Fred Andrews – Betty Ann Barnes
+Fr. Ray Hughes, CR – Ruthann Fisher
th
st
Sunday, 11
- 1 Sunday of Lent
9:00 am Parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi
11:00 am +JP Roger Gaulin – Peter & Christine Higgins
+Reg Sellner – Gerry & Dora Lamers
+David Gray – Maria Cabral
+Theresa Lindo – Joao Lindo

February 11, 2018
th
6 SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME
February 3/4 Collection
2018 Collection to Date

$5,802.48
$28,505.78

Looking Ahead to Feb. 18, 2018

1st SUNDAY OF LENT
Genesis 9: 8-15
1 Peter 3: 18-22
Mark 1: 12-15

DIOCESAN PRAYER CALENDAR
Mon. Feb. 12: Rev. Msgr. Ivan Vuksic
Tues. Feb. 13: Rev. Felix Nwatu
Wed. Feb. 14: Ash Wednesday
Thu. Feb. 15: Very Rev. Cornelius O’Mahony
Fri. Feb. 16: Rev. Peter Watters
Sat. Feb. 17: Rev. Czeslaw Kolasa, SAC

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE PARISH
Monday
Bereavement Group (AR)
1:00 pm
Parents for Community Living (AR)
7:00 pm
Celebrating the Word (RR)
7:30 pm
Tuesday
Mardi Gras & Pancake Supper (H)
6:00 pm
Thursday
Games Afternoon (AR)
2:00 pm
Choir Practice (C)
7:30 pm
Friday
Lenten Evening of Song & Prayer (C) 7:00 pm
Sunday
1st Reconciliation Mtg #2 (C)
1:00 pm
Adoration & Benediction (C)
3:00 pm

Thank you

for your generous donations
to our food drive. We collected 484 lbs!

TIME TO REGISTER FOR SCHOOL
It’s time to sign up for the 2018-19 school year
– and registering to attend one of Waterloo
Region’s 45 Catholic elementary schools and
five Catholic secondary schools has never been
easier. In fact, a quality, inclusive, faith-based
education is now just a click away thanks to
the Waterloo Catholic District School Board’s
Online Registration system at:

www.wcdsb.ca/ourschools/register-for-school/
Children born in 2014 are eligible for Junior
Kindergarten, and children born in 2013 are
eligible for Kindergarten. For more information
call your local Catholic school. St. Paul’s School
can be reached at 519-743-4401.

AROUND TOWN
Medically Assisted Suicide & Euthanasia
in Canada: Where are we now? Where are
we going? How are we to respond and talk
about this since it has become legal in Canada
just over a year ago? Feb. 11, 2-4pm at St.
Michael’s Parish, Waterloo come to an
interactive workshop which will present the
current laws and medical practices, as well as
future proposed developments, so that we are
able to understand better the issues at stake
from a Christian faith perspective. Presenters:
Fr. David Perrin, PhD, professor at St. Jerome’s
University in Christian Ethics and Spirituality,
and Dr. Donna Ward, MD, a physician with an
expertise in Palliative Care and End of Life
medical issues.
Please join us for a Benefit Concert in
support of the Children’s Needs Distribution
Centre on Sunday, February 25 at 3pm at
Highland Baptist Church, 135 Highland Road
West in Kitchener. The Jubilation Male Chorus
and Highland’s Bell Choir will be performing.
Everyone is welcome.

The Beat Goes On! Community Event at St.
Mary’s General Hospital for Heart Month.
Ensuring equitable and seamless cardiac care
across Waterloo Wellington. Learn how
cardiac services will be expanded at St. Mary’s
and beyond, get an update on advanced heart
rhythm services coming next year, hear why
St. Mary’s is among top Canadian cardiac
centres for patient outcomes. Tues. Feb. 27, 78:30pm at Delta Waterloo, free admission and
parking, light refreshments, plan to arrive by
6:30pm. Register by calling 519-749-6536 or at
www.supportstmarys.ca/heartmonth .
The Hamilton Diocese Vocation Office’s
new issue of the Reflection series is out! This
issue features a message from our Vocation
Director, Father Michael King, and a message
from 24 of our 25 seminarians. To view it
please
visit
the
Vocation
Website,
www.HamiltonVocations.com.
Entrust Yourself To God's Mercy! During
lent Blessed Sacrament Parish is offering 33
Days to Merciful Love, a group retreat in
preparation for consecration to Divine Mercy.
This 6-week DVD program by Fr. Michael
Gaitley will take place Thursday afternoons at
1:00 pm in the Board Room, beginning
Thursday March 1. To Register or if you have
any questions, contact Yvonne 519-570-9029
Stress in your marriage? Retrouvaille is a
program for married couples that feel bored,
disillusioned, frustrated or angry in their
marriage. Most couples don’t know how to
change the situation or even communicate
with their spouse about it. Retrouvaille can
help. For confidential information about, or to
register for, the program beginning with a
weekend on March 16, please contact 905664-5212, hamiltonretrouvaille1@cogeco.ca
or visit www.retrouvaille.org.

From the Pastors Desk:
Lent begins in three days, a liturgical season
that prepares us to celebrate the greatest of
God's gifts, the resurrection. Two weeks ago I
mentioned that Lent is a time to thirst for
justice, to discover our hunger for a world built
upon the gospel values of justice and peace. I
also mentioned that the absence of baptismal
waters during Lent is intended to help us to
discover our true hunger and thirst for justice
on a spiritual level.
A second “tool” we use during Lent to assist us
in our thirst and hunger for justice is fasting.
While fasting during Lent is clearly rooted in
our physical hunger, it more importantly
reminds us that Lent is a time when businessas-usual is suspended, to place aside those
things and activities that occupy so much of
our daily lives and focus rather upon our faith.
Noted theologian Gabe Huck, when speaking
of the discipline of fasting, said: “We try to find
what we truly hunger for, what we truly need.
Fasting clears the deck, simplifies, frees, shows
what a just world looks like, speaks of taking
on the suffering of injustice until justice is
done”. What does the church require of us in
terms of fasting during Lent? First, every Friday
of Lent is a day of abstinence from meat,
however, the Canadian Bishops tell us we
“may substitute special acts of charity or
piety” in place of abstinence. Second, Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday require us to
both abstain from meat and fast. All Catholics
14 and beyond are bound by this church law of
abstinence from meat. All Catholics between
18 and 59 are bound by the law of fasting,
unless medical care and medications require
otherwise. Fasting is not absence of food, but
rather a limiting of food in-take – which means
one normal meal within a 24 hour period and
1 or 2 “collations” (light meals).
~ Father Tim, CR

JOIN THE “CALL FOR CONSCIENCE” IN THE
HAMILTON DIOCESE The Government of
Canada passed legislation in June 2016,
legalizing euthanasia/assisted suicide. The
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario
is forcing health care workers to participate in
ending the lives of their patients. The Diocese
of Hamilton wants to protect the rights of all
healthcare workers. To learn more visit
www.CanadiansforConscience.ca, write a
letter (samples available at the entrance of the
church) to your MPP and consider adding your
email address to the Conscience Coalitions’
network to receive future information. We all
need to join the “Call for Conscience” taking
place between February 6 and March 31.

MONTHLY GAME DAY
If you are a senior who would
like to get out of the house,
socialize with others and play a
few games, join us on THURS. Feb.
15 from 2 – 4pm in the Assisi Room. Bring
cards, board games, some friends! No cost,
snacks provided. For info contact Barbara at
519-744-8955 or bdiemert@rogers.com

LENT AT ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, February 14th we
will celebrate Mass with
distribution of ashes at 9:00
am, 12:15 pm and 7:00 pm
here at the church. Note: 12:15
pm Mass will be 30 minutes long to allow
people to attend during lunch break. There will
also be a Mass at 9:30 am at St. Paul School.

John Miller & Friends
A Lenten Evening of
Song and Prayer
Join us on Friday, February
16th from 7:00 to 8:00 pm for
an evening of prayer and song.
The perfect way to start off your
season of Lent! A free will offering will be
taken to cover costs.

Adoration and Benediction

LITTLE BOOKS for Lent can be picked up

On the Sundays of Lent we will
be offering an hour of Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament, from
3-4pm, ending with Benediction.
Please join us and spend some
quiet time in reflection with our
Lord of Mercy. Sunday, February 18, 25,
March 11, 18 (not March 4th)

in the Parish Hall this weekend for those who
ordered them.

Stations of the Cross:

TAX RECEIPTS for 2017 are available for
pick up in the Parish Hall. If you have questions
please contact Alice in the parish office.

CELEBRATING THE WORD
Our Tuesday afternoon Celebrating the Word
group will begin meeting again on February 20
at 1:30pm. We reflect on the Sunday Readings
and discuss how they connect with our daily
lives using Celebrating the Word, a publication
written by Resurrectionist Priests, including
our pastor Fr. Tim Uniac! Please come and see!

This Lent we will pray the Stations of the Cross
Friday evenings at 7pm, in remembrance of
that Good Friday when Jesus
gave his life out of love for
us. Join us as a different
parish group leads each
evening, February 23,
March 2, 9, 16 and 23.

CANCELLATION: Journey to the Holy
Land Unfortunately, due to a scheduling issue
we have had to postpone Sandy Milne’s talk
on her journey to the Holy Land, so there will
be no CWL general meeting on Wed. Feb. 21.

POPE FRANCIS ON LENT
Check our parish website for a message from
Pope Francis as we approach Lent. Francis calls
us to be inwardly renewed this season of Lent,
and by our own renewal may we bring justice
and true peace to the whole world.

POPE FRANCIS ON
WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
On this World Day of the Sick, Pope Francis
invites us to become like the beloved disciple,
John, and embrace Mary as our Mother. May
we find healing in this relationship. Read the
entire message on our website.

VOCATION CORNER
Today’s Gospel says that Jesus was “moved
with pity” when He saw a leper. Are you
moved with love and compassion when you
see the outcasts of today’s society? Today,
Jesus continues to call forward men and
women to minister as he did. If you think God
is calling you to be a priest, religious, or
permanent deacon, contact Fr. Toby Collins
CR, Resurrectionist Director of Vocations
crvocations@gmail.com or Fr. Michael King,
Diocesan Director of Vocations, 905-528-7988
or mking@hamiltondiocese.com
www.vocationculture.ca
“Fasting is not only about
abstaining from food. It also
means sharing food with those
who are hungry.”
~ @Pontifex, March 3, 2017

2018 Ecumenical World Day of Prayer
The World Day of Prayer (previously World
Day of Prayer for Missions) has its roots in an
ecumenical Christian women’s mission
movement which began in North America in
the 1800s and which now involves women all
over the world. Each year an order of service is
created by the women of a certain country;
the program material this year was prepared
by the Churches of Suriname, with the theme,
“All God’s Creation is Very Good”. Even though
the focus of the World Day of Prayer changes
each year, the power of women praying with
women around the world is the common
thread woven through the years. Services will
be held in Kitchener, at the following Churches
at the times stated on Friday March 2nd:
 St Peter’s Lutheran Church, 59 Queen
Street North, at 11 AM
 Calvin
Presbyterian
Church,
248
Westmount Road East, at 11 AM
 St James Rosemount United Church, 171
Sherwood Avenue North, at 2 PM
 St John’s Catholic Church, 85 Strange
Street, at 2 PM
Refreshments follow all the services. Please
join us in solidarity and prayer.
Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Mass Are
you celebrating your 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th or 60+
wedding anniversary in 2018? You are invited
to join couples from across the Diocese of
Hamilton for a Wedding Anniversary Mass on
June 10 at 1:30pm at the Cathedral Basilica of
Christ the King, Hamilton. Space allows for
anniversary couples only, those married 60+
years may bring one guest if they require
assistance. Please refer to the poster on the
bulletin board at the main entrance of our
church for information on how to register, or
go to www.hamiltondiocese.com .

Lenten Retreat: A Time for Renewing our
Faith Where is my faith? What am I most
grateful for when it comes to faith? How can I
dispose myself more to this precious gift?
Facilitated by Rev. Toby Collins, CR. Fr. Toby is
a professed member of the Congregation of
the Resurrection, a community reaching out to
people through pastoral-educational ministry
and joining in solidarity with people
diminished by unjust structures. He is also
responsible for the ministry of "Creating a
Vocation Culture." and is the Spiritual
Animator for the WCDSB. Join us for this
enlightening retreat, Sat. March 3, 10 am - 1
pm at St Anne's Parish, Kitchener.
St. Agatha Parish CWL St. Patrick’s Day
Card Party on Sun. March 11 at 2pm. Come
out and bring a few friends! Door prizes, draws
and a delicious beef stew luncheon. Admission
$10/person includes stew, rolls, beverage and
dessert. Cash draw and raffle draws during
luncheon at 4:30pm. For more information
contact stagathacwl@gmail.com.
Seniors Study Session:
Creation Spirituality This six week course
offered by Sr. Mary Heather MacKinnon SSND,
D.Min will offer participants an opportunity to
understand and find ways to practice a
Christian vision of Earth Centered Spirituality.
The course will draw on Scripture, poetry,
ancient prayers and the lives of the saints and
prophets. It will be held at the Chancery
Office, Hamilton on Tuesdays from 1:303:30pm, March 20, 27, April 3, 10, 17 and 24.
Cost is $35. To register contact Monica at
mverin@hamiltondiocese.com or 905-5287988 ext 2238.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish
49 Blueridge Ave., Kitchener, Ontario N2M 4E2
519-745-7301 www.stfranciskw.ca
stfranciskitchener@hamiltondiocese.com
Administered by the Congregation of the Resurrection:

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday
5:00 pm
Sunday
9:00 & 11:00 am
Weekday Masses
Tuesday to Friday
Wednesday

Pastor:
Pastoral Minister:

9:00 am
7:00 pm

Reconciliation
Tuesday
8:30 – 8:45 am
Wednesday
6:30 – 6:45 pm
Saturday
4:00 – 4:30 pm
or by appointment

Music Ministry:
Admin. Assistant:
Building Manager:

www.resurrectionists.ca

Fr. Tim Uniac, C.R.
(tuniac@hamiltondiocese.com)
Miss Ruthann Fisher
(rfisher@hamiltondiocese.com)
Mrs. Terrianne Moulton
Ms. Alice Soeder
Mr. Gary Howell

Office Hours: Monday - Friday

Sunday Children’s Liturgy
Sunday 9:00 am Mass
Prayer Network
Call parish office to request prayers
Communal Baptism
Please call the parish office
to register.
Marriages
Congratulations! Please contact the
parish one year before wedding date.

8:30 am to 12 noon
1:00 pm to 4:30 pm

Vocations Information:

www.vocationinfo.ca
www.vocationculture.ca

“We are a ChristChrist-centred faith
community seeking to be
instruments of God’s peace.”
“A great Prophet has risen among us;
God has looked favourably on his people.”
~ Matthew 8:17

6th SUNDAY
in ORDINARY TIME
February 11, 2018

